Assessing treatment effects in caries trials using ordered categorical data.
Several methods are available for analyzing the results of caries trials when response to treatment is measured on an ordered categorical scale, such as Grainger 's Severity Index and modifications of it. These methods are applied to data from a randomized clinical caries trial. As the methods become more informative, they also become more difficult computationally. The phenomenon of reversals and the selection of patients for study are also discussed.